
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2014 

 

 

Introduction 

It is unbelievable that the October holidays are upon us! How quickly this first 

term back has flown.  There has been much happening in the school and the 

staff and children have been working so hard, both learning in class and taking 

part in an array of events. Many thanks to all staff, children and parents for the 

support, time and effort given to ensure our events are as successful as they can 

be.  A final total for our fundraising for MacMillan Cancer Support was a 

whopping £634.00!  This is a fantastic achievement and it is due to your efforts 

working with the school.  Thank you very much. 

May I wish everyone a lovely October break.  I hope the 

weather today is not an indication of what’s to come over the 

next two weeks, however, regardless, I am certain we all shall 

have a very enjoyable time.  I look forward to seeing 

everyone back in school on Monday 20th October.  

 

J. Wilson 

 

 



USE OF CAR PARK AND PEDESTRIAN GATE 

Due to the restricted car park area, can I please remind parents that children 

should be dropped off and collected from school outwith this area.  For safety 

reasons, it is most important that all adults and children use the pedestrian gate 

when entering or leaving the school and not the car park gate, as this could 

present real dangers. 

I would also like to remind everyone when parking on the road at school that  it 

is vital that the yellow zig- zag lines are kept free and to be mindful of keeping 

neighbours’ entrances to their homes clear, enabling them access.  Many 

thanks. 

MAKE UP & JEWELLERY  

I understand that as children advance up to the older classes, some enjoy 

wearing make-up when dressing up and going out.  However, can I please insist 

that this be the case and that the wearing of make-up be restricted to out of 

school. 

Can I please ask that the wearing of jewellery be kept to a minimum?  Expensive 

jewellery can at times become misplaced within school for one reason or 

another, therefore it would be sensible to keep these items at home for 

safekeeping.  If children have pierced ears, could I please remind parents that 

stud earrings only are to be worn to school.  This is for health and safety reasons 

as hooped earrings can be easily caught up in something then pulled, resulting 

in a child suffering a ripped ear lobe.  Many thanks for your support with this.  

Earrings should be removed for PE lessons and the child must be able to do this 

themselves,  covering earrings with surgical tape is a temporary measure when 

ears are first pierced,  again this is a health and safety matter. 

SICKNESS 

Recently there have been a high number of children off school due to the many 

sickness bugs that appear to be affecting children throughout our area. If your 

child shows symptoms of sickness or diarrhoea, please follow the National 

Guidelines and keep them off school for 48 hours after the last bout of sickness 

or diarrhoea 

 

ABSENCES/APPOINTMENTS 

Once again, It is absolutely vital that we hear from you if your child is to be 

absent from school.  Please try and let us know as early as possible, but no later 

than 9.30am. You can contact us either by phone or e-mail: 

 01241 438318 

 St-thomas@st-thomas.angus.sch.uk 



 

 

Please note that if your child has an appointment during school hours it is vital 

that you put this in writing to the school office. 

 

We are aware that it is sometimes hard to get appointments for your children 

out of school time and would ask that if your child has an appointment during 

school hours that you put this in writing to the school office the day before?. 

 

MEDICINES 

 

If your child requires medicine during the school day please bring this into the 

school office, where you will be required to complete a medicine consent form.   

 

 

HARVEST SERVICE 24TH OCTOBER  

Just a reminder that the Harvest Festival will take place in school on Friday 24th 

October, and I would appeal for any donations of non-perishable foods to 

support the Arbroath food bank,  prior to this.  Many thanks.   

BICYCLE SAFETY – Late nights  

I have been asked to remind parents and pupils about Bicycle Safety now that 

the nights are drawing in.   Could parents please ensure that reflective clothing 

is worn and that bikes have lights on them.  Safety on the roads is of the utmost 

importance and so it is essential that we all take every step to ensure our own 

and our children’s safety. 

On that note, many thanks to parents for ensuring that the children bringing 

bikes to school are wearing their helmets. The importance of this cannot be 

emphasised enough and I am most grateful for your support with this. 

FLU IMMUNISATION 

On the week of our return to school following the October break, the Flu 

vaccine will be being administered to the children whose parents have 

consented to this.   This will be taking place on Wednesday the 23rd of October 

at school, within the school day.   

RAG BAG COLLECTION 

Our last Rag Bag Collection amounted to £38.00.  Thank you to everyone who 

supported this and I would urge you to continue to place your black bags of 

unwanted items in the container at school.  Thank you, everyone.   

 



 

 They collect: 

 All men’s, ladies and children’s clothing 

 Paired Shoes (tied together) 

 Handbags, bags, ties & belts 

 Household linen & towels 

Our next collection date is: Friday 24th October. 

PARENT INTERVIEWS - 3 NOV AND 5 NOV 

Our Parent Interviews will be taking place on Monday the 3rd of November and 

Wednesday the 5th of November.  Detailed information regarding times will be 

sent out separately, on our return to school after the October break. 

ARBROATH ACADEMY P7 EVENING 

I have been informed by Arbroath Academy that they will be holding an 

information evening for parents of P7 Children that are moving on to the 

Academy in August 2015.   This will take place on Thursday the 30th of October 

at 6.00pm to which parents and P7 children are invited. Information regarding 

this will be sent directly from Arbroath Academy. 

SACRAMENTS 

Presently, dates for the three Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and 

First Holy Communion,  are being finalised with Fr. Kevin and I will inform you of 

these as soon as I have these confirmed. 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS  will be commencing on our return to school.  Details will 

be given to children as soon as possible. Any parents wishing to share their skills 

with the children and run a lunch time or after school club, please contact the 

school office. 

IN-SERVICE DAYS:    

Please note the dates of the next In-Service days, these are:        

 THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER AND FRIDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 

and the school will be closed to pupils on these dates as well as the holiday  of 

St Andrews Day:   Monday  1ST DECEMBER  when we  will be off on holiday that 

day. 


